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TKCS MISSIONS 
 

 
 

PRAY 

HARD 

WORK 

HARD 

TRUST 

GOD 
 
1.  Pray . . . 

 . . . for the mission to be done Godôs way, for Godôs glory. 

 . . . for God to supply, according to His Will. 

 . . . for God to bring to your mind those who may be interested in praying and financially supporting the mission 

 . . . continually.  (1 Thes. 5:17) 
 
2.  Work hard.  Donôt be afraid to ask. 

 Compile a list of potential supporters. 
 

Team Policy: 
Each team member must gather at least 10 prayer supporters, regardless of their number of financial supporters. 

 

 Helpful hint: use the computer to generate mailing labels to save time, as you will be sending periodic updates 
and thank you letters to these supporters throughout the year. 

 Stamped, addressed envelopes for all potential supporters are due at the required parent meeting on May 28. 

 

Team Policy:   
1.  Support letters will be provided by the student, but mailed by TKCS.  Team leaders will assist students in writing 
letters. 
2.  Each letter must include the following four items: 
 a. The general missions letter from Mr. Nazigian 
 b. You personalized letter to the supporter 
   1)  Explain why you have decided to go 

  2)  Explain what you are praying God will do in your life this next year 
  3)  Explain a little about the mission 
  4)  Your letter must mention the deadline for funds or fulfilled pledges (September 30) 

 c. A Prayer and Financial Support Slip 
  d. A stamped envelope addressed to TKCS Missions, 5 Carnegie Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003 

 

 Check your status periodically throughout the summer with Mr. Peter Kruse (ext. 115) 
 

3.  Work creatively.  What other means might God want you to use to fund the mission? 

 Determine what portion you will contribute.  Donôt ask others to give to what you are not willing to give to yourself. 

 Ask your church for prayer and financial support.  Many churches have missions budgets specifically for this. 

 Seek alternative means of income (odd jobs, summer jobs, etc.) 

 Ask your summer employer or your parentsô employer if they support endeavors like this. 
 
4.  Say Thanks . . . 

 . . . to God for showing His Will by providing (or by not providing). 

 . . . to those who prayed for you. 

 . . . to those who gave financially. 
 

Team Policy:  
Thank you notes must be sent to prayer and financial supporters on at least two occasions: 

a. Once the team goal has been met (weôll announce in the Fall) 
b. Within 14 days of the completion of the mission in April 



TKCS MISSIONS 
 

 
 
 

ARIZONA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLAND  
 
 
 
 
 

 

AZ2010 Team  Goal: 

$ 15,750 
 $15,750 AZ2010 team expenses 

 Through the year, the team will also raise 
funds toward a love gift to Arizona 
Reservation Ministries and toward other 
ministry efforts in their community. 

 
Toward this team goal, each team member 
must raise at least:  

    $75 (initial student donation to cover 
books, materials, & team expenses prior 
to the trip) 

 + $1,500 (raised support) 

 = $1,575 total 
 
Each team member will also place a deposit of 
$75 into their account, from which fines will be 
deducted through the year.  Any money not 
deducted will be returned to the student prior to 
the trip.  This deposit is NOT part of the $1,575 
needed for full support. 
 

 

UK2010 Team  Goal: 

$ 25,675 
 $25,675 UK2010 team expenses 

 Through the year, the team will also 
raise funds toward a love gift to 
Enderby Mission Church and toward 
other ministry efforts in their 
community. 

 
Toward this team goal, each team member 
must raise at least:  

    $75 (initial student donation to cover 
books, materials, & team expenses 
prior to the trip) 

 + $1,900 (raised support) 

 = $1,975 total 
 
Each team member will also place a deposit 
of $75 into their account, from which fines 
will be deducted through the year.  Any 
money not deducted will be returned to the 
student prior to the trip.  This deposit is 
NOT a donation and therefor NOTpart of 
the $1,975 needed for full support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Prayer and Financial Support Slip 
 

 
 
 
Ǐ I will faithfully pray for this student and for the ministry as a whole. 

 
Ǐ I am enclosing a gift of $______ toward the Missions Fund in this studentôs name.* 

 
Ǐ I pledge to donate $______ by December 15, 2009 toward the Missions Fund in this studentôs name.*   

 
 Donorôs Name: ____________________________________________________ 
  
 Address: ____________________________________________________ 

  street 
  ___________________________ _____          _________ 
  city     state          zip code 

   ____________________________________________________ 
   email  
 

 Remember that students must have their portion of the team goal raised by September 30. 

 For information about giving by credit card and for other donor and financial information, please see reverse side. 

 If you have any questions, or would like to speak to the Missionôs Advisor before donating, please contact: 
 

The Kingôs Christian School Missions Fund  (856) 489-6720 
5 Carnegie Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003  www.tkcs.org 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

To give by credit card, please call the TKCS Financial Services Department at 856-489-6720 
and speak to Peter Kruse (ext. 115) or Laura Tresca (ext. 116)  
 
 
 
 

 
*Note to Donors*   Thank you for your donation toward this important cause.  Your contribution will help us reach the 

ministry goals the Lord has set before us.  Any money donated in this studentôs name will be credited to this studentôs 
account, but all money donated belongs to the TKCS Missions Fund and will be used to cover the total cost of this project.  
If this student is able to raise more than his/her designated portion of the team goal, the extra money will be used to cover 
the overall cost of this or future missions endeavors, and will enable us to be an extra blessing to the missionaries with 
whom we partner.  If this student is not able to go on this trip or participate in this project, monies in his/her account will be 
dispersed to cover the overall cost of this or future missions endeavors.  IRS tax regulations do not permit the refunding of 
gifts to donors.  If you have any questions, or would like to speak to the Missionôs Advisor before donating, please contact: 
 

The Kingôs Christian School Missions Fund  (856) 489-6720 
5 Carnegie Plaza, Cherry Hill, NJ 08003  www.tkcs.org 

 
 

Studentôs Name: Project: 
Ǐ GENERAL FUND 
Ǐ ARIZONA  
Ǐ ENGLAND 
Ǐ OTHER: 

   

Please make checks payable to: 

TKCS-Missions Fund 

Please make checks payable to: 

TKCS-Missions Fund 



 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Friend, 
 

For over 60 years, The Kingôs Christian School has been partnering with Christian parents to equip and 
strengthen students through education and example that they might stand firmly upon the Word of God and 
become effective servant-leaders who impact the world through their Christian walk. 
 

For the last six of those years, TKCS has been able to extend the reach of our studentsô impact through 
missions opportunities here in the United States and internationally to Canada, England, Romania, and South 
Africa.  This year, we are blessed to be able to send some of our students back to England, and others to 
minister to the Apache of San Carlos, Arizona.  We are excited about not only the impact our students will have 
for Christ in other cultures, but also about the impact Christ will have in their own hearts as they spend the next 
year in active discipleship and ministry training.   
 

The student contacting you is a blessing from God and needs your prayer support.  Will you commit to praying 
faithfully for them over the next year and through the time of the missions trip?   Pray that God will change their 
heart and draw them closer to Him.  Pray that they will be stretched in their faith and will catch Godôs vision for 
their lives.  Pray that God will use the special gifts and talents He has given them to reach others with the great 
news of salvation.  
 

The student contacting you also needs your financial support.  Most students (and most people) feel very 
awkward asking for money, and the very fact that they are contacting you is not only a step of faith for them, 
but also a statement of how much they respect youðthat they are willing to step out of their ñcomfort zoneò and 
share what God is doing in their lives.   Would you consider giving, as much as you are able, to Godôs work in 
this studentôs name?  If so, please remember that each team member must raise their portion of the team goal 
by September 30, 2009.  
 

Thank you for considering becoming a prayer and financial partner with us.  May God bless you! 
 

In Christ, 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan Nazigian 
Minister of Spiritual Life, 
The Kingôs Christian School 

 

ARIZONA  
 
 
 
 
 

ENGLAND  
 
 
 

 

If youôd like to see how God worked on last yearôs trips, visit one 
of our missions blogs: 
 

 South Africa 2009            www.tkcssa09.blogspot.com 

 Canada 2009                   www.tkcstoronto09.blogspot.com 

 Romania 2009     www.romania09tkcs.blogspot.com 

  
 

http://www.tkcssa09.blogspot.com/
http://www.tkcstoronto09.blogspot.com/
http://www.romania09tkcs.blogspot.com/


 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TKCS Mission: 

In partnership with Christian parents, The Kingôs Christian School, a K-12, non-denominational, college preparatory 
school, equips and strengthens students through education and example that they might stand firmly upon the Word of 
God and become effective servant-leaders who impact the world through their Christian walk. 

 
Dear Parents, 
 
As we draw nearer and nearer to the dates of our missions trips, we are more excited than ever.  We have been nearly a 
year in prayer and preparation, and we are anticipating greatly what God is going to do! 
 
At this point, we can also expect several things from the One who hates the discipleship that is going on in the lives of the 
team members and hates the thought of what God will do in England, Washington D.C. and in South Africa.  The 
Defeated One will no doubt try his best to thwart Godôs plan, but thankfully, we know that the God we serve is greater than 
any of the enemyôs schemes. 
 
Please continue to pray faithfully for our preparations and plans.  Pray that God will work in our hearts and prepare the 
hearts of the new friends we will meet in a few months.  Praise God for the opportunities He has provided and praise Him 
for providing financially for the trips.  
 
To be honest, as I prepare to leave with the South Africa team, my wife and I are a bit anxious.  We hate being apart from 
each other and I am also not looking forward to being away from my two little boys for 12 days.  I will miss them and they 
will miss me (at least I hope J).  We know that God has called me to this mission, but that does not eliminate our natural 
apprehensions and worries. 
 
However, God has not called us to worry.  In fact, He calls us to  
 
ñCast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares for you.ò (1 Peter 5:7) and reminds us that  
 
ñGod did not give us a spirit of fear, but a spirit of power, of love, and of a sound mind.ò         (2 Timothy 1:7) 
 
We as a family have committed to trusting God through this and I would encourage you to do the same. 
 
As one watches the news of the political unrest in Kenya, East Africa, the continual threat of terrorism that the United 
Kingdom faces, and the inherent dangers of urban America, including our nationôs capital, we as parents can quickly 
become fearful that harm will befall Godôs second greatest gift to us, our children (His greatest gift was, of course, His own 
Child).  Are the cities and locations to which we are heading really safe? 
 
As far as the safety of South Africa goes, from speaking with the missionaries living there and from other sources, the 
basic situation is that South Africa is a lot like America.  There are some very dangerous places and there are some very 
safe places.   Johannesburg has a degree of violence, but so does Philadelphia, Camden, or Washington D.C.  As a 
whole, South Africa is the most developed, most modern, and wealthiest of all the countries on the continent.  However, it 
is still Africa, and I hope one of the greatest things our students will gain from their experience is seeing the extreme 
poverty that exists on the continent as well. 
 
In the same way, England is probably the closest culture to our own, except for maybe Canada, but even the British 
struggle with crime and the threat of terrorism. 
  
We cannot guarantee perfect safety for any of our teams.  No one can.  What we can guarantee is that we will take every 
precaution we can and will rely on the wisdom of our national hosts.  For example, the neighborhood in which the South 
Africa team will be staying is pretty much "upper, middles class" and safe.   The England team will be staying in church-
member homes in rural Enderby and in accommodations familiar with either Mr. Stouff, our British hosts, or both.  The 



Washington D.C. team will be staying in accommodations that have been approved by our host organization and will be 
visited by Virginia Tuley soon.    
  
However, here is the key:  God's sovereignty, power, and protection do not end on the shores of America.  He is just as 
powerful when we are way from home as when we are at home.  I am reminded of the words of a Civil War general who, 
prior to leaving for war, reassured his wife that "If I understand my theology correctly, I am just as safe in God's hands in 
battle as I am in bed." 
  
This is where both we as parents, and our students themselves, get to put our faith to a real-life test.  Do we really 
trust God, or not?  Do we really believe He is all-powerful, all-knowing, and that whatever He plans is not just O.K. but 
best or not?  Now, of course, God expects us to do our part and to not make foolish decisions or reckless choices, but in 
life, we cannot live in fear of the unknown or the unpreventable.   
  
The world is dangerous, but God is no less God then when he protected Mary, Joseph and Jesus when He sent them 
down to Africa or when He protected the Israelites when He brought them out of Africa.  Our students and their parents, 
our advisors and their spouses and children, all have the opportunity to walk in faith and not fear.  Not easy, I know, but 
important by God's grace and power.   
  
Please take some time in the next few days to speak with your child about these issues and to pray together.  You may 
find that he/she is not at all apprehensive or that he/she is more so than you.  In either case, talk through these issues 
together and, as a family, pray and work to leave them in Godôs powerful hands. 
 
Finally, we will be meeting with all of our missions team parents on Monday night, February 4 to discuss travel details, 
packing instructions, and to answer any other questions you may have.  Please mark your calendar and be sure that at 
least one parent attend the meeting with their child.  Specific times are below.  Until then, please let your team leaders or 
me know if you have any questions.    
 
Trusting Him, 
 
 
 
 
 
Jonathan Nazigian 
Minister of Spiritual Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

2010 Parent-Student Commitment 
 
 
Studentôs Name:       Team: AZ2010  UK2010  
  
 
 
Student:  My signature below affirms my commitment to the following: 

 

 I will seek to grow closer to Christ each day, and remain faithful in my daily time in Godôs Word. 

 I will faithfully pray for my teammates and those to whom we will minister. 

 I will not complain.   

 If there is a matter for which I have a question or a reservation, I will speak privately and respectfully to a team 
leader first. 

 I will actively seek prayer and financial supporters for our ministry. 

 I will faithfully attend all meetings, on time, and in the rare instance when another major commitment prevents my 
attendance, I will notify the team leader well in advance. 

 I will faithfully read all assigned materials, complete all assignments, and meet all deadlines. 

 I will follow all guidelines and procedures (ex. dress code, communication blackout, etc.) in both letter and spirit. 
 
Student Signature: _____________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parents:  My/Our signature below affirms my/our commitment to the following: 

 

 I/We will encourage our child to grow closer to Christ each day, and to remain faithful in his/her daily time in Godôs 
Word 

 I/We will faithfully pray for the TKCS missions ministry.  

 If there is a matter for which I/we have a question or a reservation, I/we will speak privately and respectfully to a 
team leader first. 

 I/We will help our child actively seek prayer and financial supporters for the ministry. 

 I/We will be sure our child faithfully attends all meetings, on time, and in the rare instance when another major 
commitment prevents his/her attendance, will make sure he/she notifies the team leader well in advance. 

 I/We will encourage our child to faithfully read all assigned materials, complete all assignments, and meet all 
deadlines. 

 I/We will follow all guidelines (including fundraising procedures) in both letter and spirit. 

 I/We understand that each team member must raise their designated portion of the ministry expense, and that all 
money donated to the TKCS Missions Fund will be used for TKCS missions projects at the discretion of TKCS 
and may not be returned to a donor. 

 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________ 
 
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SOUTH AFRICA 200 9 
TRIP GUIDELINES  

 

1.  NO WHINING .  

2.  Never forget Rule #1.  

3.  If another team member forgets Rule #1, gently remind them of Rule #1.  

4.  Unless specifically noted, all basic school rules are in effect.  If in doubt, ask a chaperone.   No questionable 

behavior will be tolerated.  

5.  Stay with the group.  No team member should ever be alone at any time.  Almost everything we do will be done 

together, but in the rare instance that you are not with the large group, you should always be wi th at least one 

other team member , and a chaperone must know where you are.  

6.  No electronics of any kind, with the exception of a camera.  No cell phones, iPods, video games, etc. 

 

Airport and Travel Rules:  

1.  Keep your luggage with you at all times.  

2.  Use good judgment (No òbomb jokesó, etc.) 

3.  Have you I.D. materials handy (passport, driver õs license, etc.).  Passport should have at least one blank page in 

the visa section.  Donõt wear a lot of metal. 

4.  Luggage: 

a.  Pack light: 5 changes of cloth ing should be sufficient.  Whatever you pack -- you carry for the duration of 

the trip!   Plan to re -wear items.   We will do laundry at least once while we are there.  

b.  Limit: 1 checked bag (max 50 lbs) + 1 backpack (max 18 lbs) .  Size must be smaller than 64 inches (when 

you add height, width, and length) .  Wheels required.   Do not lock your luggage.  

c.  Each student will also be carrying one additional suitcase.  It will contain missionary items on the way 

there and souvenirs on the way back.  

 d.  Put name, address, phone # on all pieces prior to arriving at the airport  

 e.  Liquids in the back -pack carry -on must meet airline requirements and must be in a clear Ziploc bag.  

5.  Valuables: 

 a.  Leave sentimental valuables at home; take only what you wouldnõt mind losing. 

b.  Keep your wallet/I.D. on you at all times.  Do not leave it in your room, luggage, etc.   

 

Home Rules: 

1.  Be courteous and thankful to your host families.  Clean up after yourself and offer to help with chores, cleaning, 

etc.   Be cleaner t han you are at home! J 

2.  Pray for your hosts  and for opportunities to be a witness and encouragement to them.  

 

Ministry Rules:  

1.  Personal Devotions are  required each day.  Be willing to briefly share with us something that the Lord has been 

teaching yo u. 

2.  Personal Journaling is also required.  

3.  By the end of the trip, be ready to tell us about at least three SSCõs that you had (Significant Spiritual 

Conversations). 

 

Dress Code: 

1.  For most of the trip, jeans, t -shirts, and sneakers will be worn.   Easter Sunday and some other occasions will be 

a little more dress -up (khakis and red TKCS shirt) . 

2.  Regardless of you personal taste in òout-of -schooló clothing, apparel choices should reflect a style that is 

clearly modest and appropriate.  If you woul dnõt wear it to a dress-down day at school, donõt pack it for the trip. 

  



Guys:     Girls:  

 a.  Neat every day .  Clean shaven. a.  Modest -- no midriffs -- same policy as during school.  

 b.  No overly ògrungyó clothes.  b.  Sundays: khakis (pants or skirt), Red TKCS polo shirt  

 c.  Sunday Morning: khakis, Red TKCS polo shirt  

 

WHAT TO PACK  
 

DO NOT BRING:  

 

1.  Valuables. 

2.  Excessive jewelry.  

3.  Electronics, cell phones, ipods, etc.  Cameras are O.K.  

4.  Anything you wouldnõt bring to school. 

 

YOU MUST BRING:    

 

__ Bible, journal, notebook  

__ Ministry materials  

__ Passport, wallet, I.D., medications   

__ Spending money -- about  $150-$200 -U.S. (roughly R1,500 ð R2,00 0) 

 

SUGGESTED PACKING CHECKLIST: 

 

Clothing 

 __ Sunday outfit  (khakis, red TKCS shirt)  

 __ Regular outfits (5 should be enough)  

 __ Socks, underwear, etc.  (for 12 days)  

 __ Belts, shoes, sneakers, etc.  

 __ Sleepwear  

 __ Sweatshirt  

 __ Modest, one -piece bathing suit  

 __ Raincoat / Jacket  

 

Other  

 __ Toiletries, sunscreen, sunglasses, hat  

 __ Pillow  

 __ Towel 

 __ Laundry bag, labeled with your name  

 __ (optional) A/C converter (for hairdryers, etc.)  

 __ ATM card, prepaid Visa or  ZAR  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What About Weather?  

 

The temperature will be 

similar to NJ  late 

autumn, but will be warm 

during the days.  Y ou 

may want to check 

weather.com  for 

Johannesburg before 

you leave. 



 
 
 

2010 Informational Packet 
 
 
By Godôs Grace, TKCS is launching several domestic and international missions trips for Easter, 2010.   
 
Please prayerfully and carefully consider serving with us.  Information and a brief timeline are below.  If you have any 
questions about the trips or the application process, please contact Mr. Nazigian. 
 
 

March 31 ï April 12, 2010 
 
 

STEP #1: Pray  
Pray for Godôs leading.  Seek His will regarding your involvement in one of these ministry trips.   
 
 

STEP #2: Consider  
Carefully consider the commitment involved.  Should you decide to go, you are committing to:  
V Investing in your own spiritual growth.  Any ministry must come from the overflow of what God is already doing in 

your own life.  If you have no desire to grow spiritually, you should not apply. 
V Working together with other team members, working hard, cooperating and supporting each other. 
V Attending all meetings (on time) and work sessions without excuse.  This may mean sacrificing other activities. 
V Raising the necessary prayer supporters and funds to support the ministry. 

 
 

STEP #3: Talk 
Talk it over with your parents, and seek their wisdom.  They must be on board with your decision.   
 
 

STEP #4: Apply 
Fill out the written application in full.  Complete all answers thoughtfully and carefully.  Turn it in to the office by the 
announced deadline: Monday, April 20, 2009 
 
 

STEP #5: Interview 
When you turn in your application, be sure to sign up for an interview time.  You will be asked several questions by a 
panel of teachers and students.  Relax, be honest, and share from your heart. 
 
 

STEP #6: Attend 
If you are tentatively selected to a team, the final step prior to acceptance is the mandatory parent meeting on Thursday 
evening, Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 pm  Here you and your parents will sign your pledge to the team and your 
commitment to be a part of this ministry.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 

 
Team selection 
 
How many students can go on the trip? 
Any HS student who is willing to commit to a year of discipleship and to working hard as part of a team, will be placed on 
a ministry team.  The number of trips scheduled will be based on the number of students who apply.  Due to the limited 
resources available at the locations, and learning from experience the optimal number for maximum effectiveness, each 
team will have a maximum of 15 students. 
 
How old do students need to be? 
Applicants must be current TKCS students in grades 8-11 (next yearôs freshmen through seniors). 
 
What type of students are you looking for? 

 We are looking for students who are passionate about their walk with Jesus Christ and passionate about reaching 
others.   

 We are looking for students who are already involved in ministry here in the U.S. and would like to broaden their 
horizons of impact.   

 We are looking for students who can commit to a team and are willing to work very hard.   

 We are looking for students who are flexible and who do not quickly complain.   

 We are looking for students of integrity who are trustworthy whether or not adults are looking. 
 
What if a student isnôt really spiritually mature, wouldnôt going on a trip like this help them to grow? 
Absolutely.  Spending a year in the Word, being discipled and held accountable is one of the most effective ways to grow 
closer to Christ.  Ministry needs to come out of the overflow of what God is already doing in a studentôs life.  So, as long 
as a student is willing to be an active part of the team and to grow and be held accountable, it is our desire to place them 
on a team.  The Missions Committee strives to match students with the team that will best fit their gifts and walk. 
 
If a student misses the deadline for application, but later desires to join the team, may they still go? 
No. 
 
How will students be selected? 
Students will submit a written application and be interviewed by a panel of teachers and students.  Based on their written 
and interview responses, recommendations, and on the committeeôs knowledge of their character and Christian walk, the 
committee will place students on a team based on their desired country, gift/talents, and other factors.  
 
Do students get to pick which trip they go on or is that picked for them? 
Students may list which team they would prefer to serve on, but the Missions Committee, made up of teachers and 
students, makes the final decision based on the nature of the trip and the spiritual maturity of the applicant.  The 
committee strives to match students with the team that will best fit their gifts and walk. 
 
Ministry 

 
With whom are you partnering on the field? 
TKCS will be partnering with established ministries, missionaries, and other Christian schools, based in the locations to 
which we are heading.  Some sites/countries have been served on previous TKCS missions trips; others are new.  All 
trips are to safe, stable locations, suitable for teen travel and ministry.  TKCS seeks to build long-term relationships with 
the ministries we visit. 
 
What types of ministries will be done on the trips? 
The main and most effective type of ministry that will occur on the trips is personal, friendly, spiritual conversation with 
teens and children in these countries.  Students will also spend part of their time living with host families to whom they will 
also minister through their example and conversations.  Besides that, the primary purposes of the trips will vary by site.  
Some will be primarily service-oriented trips focused on meeting the physical needs of others or the property needs of the 
site ministry. Other trips will be primarily evangelistic in nature and may feature music, drama, sports, puppets, public 
sharing of testimonies, lessons, and storytelling.  Some trips may be sports-focused and others may be primarily musical.  
All will also involve physical set-up and clean-up.  In addition, team members will be ministering to their prayer and 



financial supporters through update letters and also the rest of the Pre-K-12
th
 grade students at TKCS through chapels 

and testimonies. 
 
What type of preparation will be done before the trip departs? 
Personal spiritual discipleship will occur throughout the year of preparation.  Students will journal, read selected books, 
and pray/share with each other.  Each team will meet after school about every 3 weeks, as well as periodically during 
lunch.  Some evening or Saturday meetings will also occur.    
 
Finances 
 
How much money do we need to raise? 
Fundraising is done based on the total cost of each ministry trip, with each member being responsible for raising at least a 
minimum portion of that total.  Individual support minimums for domestic trips will range from $500-$1800, depending on 
location.  Individual support minimums for international trips will range from $1800-$3000, depending on location.      

 
I donôt like (or donôt want my kids) asking other people for money.  Do we have to raise support from others or can we just 
pay for the trip out of our own pocket? 
Asking people for money is never easy.  But thankfully, what we are asking for is not just money, and certainly not money 
for ourselves.  We are asking for people to prayerfully support our ministry and to prayerfully consider financially 
supporting that ministry as well.  Remember that Godôs work done Godôs way, for Godôs glory never lacks Godôs provision.   
 
Students and parents are free to donate as much or as little to their own or other teams accounts as they wish.  However, 
students who have their entire minimum support donated by only one or a few individuals may miss out on the true 
experience of missions by limiting their prayer supporters, not having their faith stretched, not having to work and 
contribute their own earnings toward the trip, etc.  Pray for wisdom in how your family approaches this issue.   
 
Regardless of how the money is raised, each team member is required to raise at least 10 specific prayer supporters who 
will commit to praying for them over the next year and during the trip. 
 
What if we canôt raise the entire amount? 
God reveals His will in many ways.  It may be that He reveals His desire that a student not attend by not providing the 
financial resources in time.  Of course, we cannot blame God if we do not faithfully do our part of working and asking.   
Sometimes, one student helps the team raise more than his/her minimum amount, but since the actual trip will end up 
costing more than the sum of the minimum amounts (meaning both teams will need to do some group fundraising as a 
whole), the overage in one studentôs account would need to be pretty substantial to cover a major deficit for another.  The 
bottom line is that each student must raise their minimum amount by the announced deadline. 
 
What if we raise the full amount, but are unable to go? 
Once a donation is made to the ministry, money may not be returned to the donors, as this is a violation of IRS regulations 
and as the trip still has expenses which this studentôs absence does not automatically negate.  Therefore, whenever 
possible, the team will retrieve refunds and, so long as the total expenses of the trip are covered, leftover funds raised by 
this student will remain designated for this student for use on a future TKCS missions trip.  If the student decides not to (or 
is unable to) go on a future TKCS missions trip, this money will remain in the general missions fund, to be used for future 
missions trips.   
 
Can donations be returned to the donor? 
No.  See above. 
 
Will the students need spending money as well? 
Yes.  Spending money for souvenirs and a few meals will need to be brought.  We will discuss this in much greater detail 
in the months preceding the trips.   
 
Are there any up-front costs? 
Yes.  If preliminarily selected for a team, each student will need to pay a $150 team fee (This is not part of the amount the 
student needs to raise from supporters).   $75 of this will cover discipleship materials, T-shirts, and other team expenses.   
The other $75 is a deposit from which we will deduct fines if needed (missing deadlines, late for meetings, etc.).  Any 
money remaining from this $75 will be returned to the student prior to the trip to use as spending money.  The $150 fee is 
due at the first, required parent meeting.  We suggest that parents allow the student to be responsible for part or all of this 
fee as this will help show the studentôs personal commitment to the trip. 
 
Travel and Safety 
 



Do we need a passport? 
Domestic trips do not require a passport.  International trips will require a passport.  Students will be given information on 
this process. 
 
Do we need any special shots or vaccines? 
No. 
 
Will the trips be physically and emotionally demanding? 
Yes.  All trips will involve 16-hour days, plenty of walking, and plenty of physical activity (sports, activities, set-up, clean-
up, etc.).  All trips will require students to be able to carry their own luggage (limited to one suitcase and one backpack) 
without assistance.  Students need to be willing to eat and sleep when told to, so as not to diminish their ministry due to 
lack of energy.  International and some domestic trips will involve long flights and shifting time zones.  Students need to 
be willing to adjust to changing schedules without complaining. 
 
Are the countries safe? 
International trips are limited to countries that are modern, stable democracies with whom the United States has an 
established and strong diplomatic relationship.   Though we will be taking obvious safety and supervision measures as we 
would with any school trip, our protection is just as much in Godôs hands in another country as it is in our own.  Godôs 
sovereignty, omniscience, and omnipotence arenôt limited by borders.  Beyond the normal and expected safety measures, 
we will also be training our students in some common pitfalls of international travel. 
 
What medical facilities are available? 
Selected countries have modern health facilities within close distance from where we will be ministering.  
 
Will we be able to contact our child or have them contact us on the trip? 
Yes and No.  Emergency contact information will be given should parents need to contact their children and home contact 
information will be brought should students need to contact their parents, but a deliberate time of ñcommunication 
blackoutò will occur during the trips.  In order to gain the full effect of a trip of this nature and to encourage earnest prayer 
and personal journaling, students will commit to breaking off communication with home and friends for the duration of the 
trip.  Both teams will designate one time to make a mid-trip phone call home and will not communicate otherwise (except, 
of course, in an emergency).   
 
Who will be supervising the trips? 
Each team will have at least 2-3 TKCS chaperones supervising, in addition to the missionaries and other adults with 
whom we will be serving. 
 
 

Key Dates for 2009-2010 
 

Monday, April 20   2010 Missions applications due; applicants sign up for an interview date 

Wednesday, April 22   Candidate interviews  (3:30-5:00) 
Thursday, April 23   Candidate interviews  (3:30-5:00) 
Wednesday May 6, 3:30-4:30  2010 Team Meeting #1: Preliminary placement announced;  

Tuesday, May 12, 7:00pm Mandatory Parent Meeting for 2010 teams.  

 Team Deposit due ($150);  

 Students and parents sign final commitment for participation; 

 Addressed envelopes for supporter letters due. 
Wednesday, May 13, 3:30-5:30  2010 Team Meeting #2: ñSupport Raising 101ò  
Wednesday, May 27, 3:30-5:30  2010 Team Meeting #3: ñSupport Raising 102ò  
Thursday, May 28   Support Raising begins-letters mailed by TKCS 
Wednesday, June 10   2010 Team Meeting #4: ñSummer Discipleship Planò 
Summer, 2009    Summer discipleship plans and support raising 

Wednesday, September 30  100% funds due; all pledges fulfilled. 

September-March   Ministry preparations 
Wednesday, March 31, 2010 9:30am Commissioning Service for Missions Teams.   

All parents, supporters, and friends welcome.  
 

March 31-April 12, 2010  2010 Missions Trips!   

 
 



 
 
 

2010 Team Member Application 
 
Application Process: 
1.  Fill out and sign this form. 
2.  Have your parents sign this form as well. 
3.  Ask two adults (non-family) who know you well to complete a recommendation form and either return it in a sealed 
envelope to you or mail it directly to: 
   TKCS-Missions 2010 
   5 Carnegie Plaza 
   Cherry Hill, NJ 08003  
4.  Make sure all forms arrive by the deadline:  Monday, April 20, 2008 
 
 
Name:          Grade: 
 
 
 
1.  Initial your agreement to the following statements.  Have your parents initial their agreement as well. 
 

Student initials 
agreement here 

Parents initial 
agreement here 

 

  We have prayed and are continuing to pray about the possibility of serving 
the Lord as a member of a 2010 missions team.  At this point we believe the 
Lord is clearly leading us join the team.  We understand the effort, financial, 
and time commitment that is involved before, during, and after the trip. 

  We have asked the following two people to complete a recommendation 
form and have told them that it must be returned to the HS office by 
Monday, April 20, 2009 

 

  1.  ________________________________________________________ 
 
2.  ________________________________________________________ 
 

  
 
 
 

We understand that we are responsible for raising the necessary prayer 
support and funds needed for the missions trip by the deadlines announced.  
We will pray faithfully for Godôs provision and will work hard to contact 
prayer supporters and financial donors.  We agree to closely follow the 
fundraising guidelines as explained, and will honor the trust of donors, the 
school, and the ministry.  We understand that if initially selected to be on 
the team, we must attend the mandatory Parent Information Meeting on 
Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 pm. 

  

 
    
2.  Rank your ministry preference in order, 1-5 (1 being the highest).  Put ñNOò in the blank of any item that you would feel 
very uncomfortable or unqualified to do. 
 
__  Music (Leading singing) 
__  Music (Worship team)  Instruments:  ____________ 
__  Music (solo, duet, ensemble, etc) 
__  Construction / Building 
__  Drama 
__  Sports : (list sports)  _________________________ 
__  Photography 
__  Video 
__  Sound / Tech 
__  Puppets 
__  Storytelling for children 

__  Public speaking / devotionals 
__  Games / Activities 
__  Other:  ____________________________ 



 
3.  Please think carefully about the following questions.  Then type out your responses and staple them to this sheet.  Be 
sure to turn it in by the deadline. 
 

a. Describe your testimony: how you came to know Jesus Christ as your Savior. 
b. Describe your current walk with the Lord.   
c. What do you do now to grow spiritually?  
d. Why do you want to be a part of next yearôs trips? 
e. In what ways do you hope to be challenged spiritually? 
f. What do you believe your spiritual gifts are?  How do you see yourself contributing to the ministry team? 
g. Please list other ministries you are currently involved with or have been in the past 2 years, including other 

missions trips. 
h. Do you feel you work better with little children, other teens, or adults? 
i. The missions committee will be placing students on teams based on their applications, gifts and talents, spiritual 

walk, and based on the purpose and needs of the individual trip.  Are you willing to cheerfully accept the team on 
which you are placed without complaining or responding negatively?    

j. Travel and service is very tiring and many people get very cranky when they get tired.  Are you able to maintain a 
positive attitude despite fatigue, changing schedules, frustrating events, etc? 

k. Are you willing to attend all meetings, on time, even if this means cancelling or postponing some other activities? 
l. Are you willing to read several books, journal regularly, and share what you learn with other team members? 

 
4.  When you submit this application (by Monday, April 20), please sign up for a 20 minute interview with the missions 

committee.  These students and teachers will ask you to share your testimony and answer some other questions as well.  
Relax, be honest, and share from your heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




