Sørina Higgins  
          
                 “Restoring the Backwards Glance”

	READING OBJECTIVES
	

	When you’re reading literature,  take notes on paper or on the text itself. Try to memorize these "Top Ten Facts." 

	1. TITLE
	(titles of individual poems; complete titles of books)
	

	
	
	

	2. AUTHOR
	(name, nationality, time period, interesting biographical trivia)
	

	
	
	

	3. DATE
	(year or time period of publication and/or composition)
	

	
	
	

	4. HISTORICAL CONTEXT
	(historical, political, religious, and/or social events that influenced the writing of this text)
	

	
	
	

	5. GENRE
	(literary type or category, such as short story, myth, lyric poem) 
	

	
	
	

	6. SETTING
	(time & place where the action occurs)
	

	7. MAIN 
CHARACTERS
	(their names, personalities, and main facts)
	

	8. Literary TERMS
	(writing devices and techniques)
	

	9. THEMES 
	(universal, recurring, pervasive, BIG ideas) 
	

	10. Main POINT
	(Why did the author bother to write this?)
	


Twelve-Year, Eight-Era Rotation Containing Three Repetitions





Fall Term



Spring Term




1st grade


Ancient (creation-0 B.C.)
Apostolic (0-500 A.D.)

2nd grade

Medieval (500-1300)

Renaissance (1300-1660)

3rd grade


Neoclassical (1660-1789)
Romantic (1789-1900)

4th grade


Modern (1900-1960)

Postmodern (1960-present)

5th grade


Ancient




Apostolic

6th grade


Medieval



Renaissance 

7th grade


Neoclassical



Romantic

8th grade


Modern




Postmodern 

9th grade


Ancient




Apostolic

10th grade

Medieval



Renaissance 

11th grade

Neoclassical



Romantic

12th grade

Modern




Postmodern

Twelve-Year , Six-Era Rotation Containing Two Repetitions





Fall Term




Spring Term





1st grade


Ancient (creation-0 B.C.)

Apostolic (0-500 A.D.)

2nd grade

Medieval (500-1100)


High Medieval (1100-1300)

3rd grade


Renaissance (1300-1517)

Reformation (1517-1660)

4th grade


Restoration (1660-170)


Late Baroque (1700-1750)

5th grade


Romantic (1750-1830)


Victorian (1830-1900)

6th grade


Modern (1900-1960)


Postmodern (1960-present)

7th grade


Ancient





Apostolic 

8th grade


Medieval




High Medieval 

9th grade


Renaissance 




Reformation 

10th grade

Restoration




Late Baroque

11th grade

Romantic 




Victorian 

12th grade

Modern





Postmodern 

All-School, Eight-Year, Eight-Era Rotation Without Repetitions 

(elementary & middle school)

Year 1


Ancient (creation-500 A.D.)

Year 2


Medieval (500-1300)

Year 3


Renaissance (1300-1660

Year 4


Baroque (1660-1750)

Year 5


Romantic (1750-1830)



Year 6


Victorian (1830-1900)

Year 7


Modern (1900-1960)

Year 8 


Postmodern (1960-present)

All-School, Four-Year, Four-Era Rotation Without Repetitions 

(high school & college; can easily be expanded into a six-year cycle if your 

high school contains middle school as well)





Fall Term



Spring Term




Year 1


Ancient (creation-0 B.C.)
Apostolic (0-500 A.D.)

Year 2


Medieval (500-1300)

Renaissance (1300-1660)

Year 3


Neoclassical (1660-1789)
Romantic (1789-1900)

Year 4


Modern (1900-1960)

Postmodern (1960-present)
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Mrs. Sørina Higgins

English 10: An Historical Glimpse at World Literature
           2008-2009

I. Course Description

I John 5:13 says, “I write these things to you who believe…so that you may know that you have eternal life.” This verse makes clear that humankind communicates with God by means of written language. Therefore, it is essential that students come to understand their language well enough to correctly interpret written texts and to communicate effectively. Also, God communicates to human beings through the development of the historical events in which literary works are created. In order to understand language and literature in context, this class will be a chronological study of selections from world literature; a practical development of high school and college preparatory reading, writing, and study skills; and a grade-appropriate study of grammar, spelling, and vocabulary. Regular writing and rewriting assignments will enable each student to develop his/her writing abilities. The MLA (Modern Language Association) method of citation and style will be taught incrementally, culminating in a short but correct research paper on a topic of interest to the student. A variety of learning methods, traditional and creative, in-class and out-, individual and group, will aid in bringing texts to life and emphasizing the continuing relevance of literature to today’s young people. The primary text will be Literature: Timeless Voices, Timeless Themes, Prentice Hall, 1999. Supplemental texts will include: 

Out of the Silent Planet by C. S. Lewis (summer reading)


Kidnapped by Robert Louis Stevenson (summer reading)


A Christmas Carol by Charles Dickens

War of the Worlds radio play by H. G. Wells
II. Course Content 

A. Mechanics:

1. Grammar 

2. Spelling

3. Vocabulary

B. Writing: 

1. The Paragraph

2. The Five Paragraph Essay

3. Character Sketch

4. Paraphrase

5. Various creative assignments

6. Book Report

7. The Research paper 

8. Public Speaking

C. Time Periods:

1. The Ancient World

2. The Middle Ages

3. Non-European Literature of the 8th-18th centuries 

4. The Renaissance and Seventeen Century 

5. Romanticism and the Nineteenth Century

6. The “Modern” World 

Ideas for Interdisciplinary Lessons

1.  
Science, art, & history OR math, art, & history 

Drawings by M.C. Escher 

Lessons on symmetry, tessellations, polyhedra, spacial relations,  relativity, strange loops, or Gödel’s theorem. 

2.  
History, art, & literature 

Lesson on the Spanish resistance to Napoleon

Goya’s painting “The Third of May”

Christological/hagiographical iconography in war art

Discussion of mythic archetypes in literature

3.  
Government, literature, music, & dance

Compare monarchy & democracy

Contrast the poetry of Milton & Walt Whitman

Dance Playford, the Virginia Reel

4.  
History & Comparative Literature 

Lesson on the French Revolution

Selections from Carlyle’s History of the French Revolution
Michelet’s History of the French Revolution
Dickens’ Tale of Two Cities. 

5.  
History, Literature, Drama, & Art

Read Macbeth Act IV, scene i

Act it out

Illustrate it/make scenery 

Explain King James’s patronage

Discuss: 
Problems of succession after Elizabeth

Religious conflicts in England 

Enactment of legend as political campaign

Survey of World Lit






                 10th Grade

UNIT ONE: THE ANCIENT WORLD
1. 
The Old Testament


· Genesis 1-7 [cosmological account]

· Exodus 15 and 20 [song, laws]

· Joshua 6 [military history]

· Psalms 1, 8, 19, and 119:1-8 [poetry/liturgy]

· Proverbs 1:1-7, Ecclesiastes 12 [wisdom literature]

· Daniel 5 [prophecy/visionary literature]

( lecture on Bible as literature from a conservative viewpoint

2. 
Greek mythology/the Pantheon

* each student present the story of one Greek god, goddess, or hero

* give a quiz on identifying gods/goddess in art

3. 
“Damon and Pythias,” p. 102

retold by William F. Russell
500s-300s B.C.

4. 
Antigone, p. 663


Sophocles



400s B. C. 

5. 
The New Testament

· selected readings from the Gospels

· from the Epistles

· from Revelation


genre: [go through the Table of Contents and discuss the genre of each book]

UNIT TWO: THE MIDDLE AGES 
King Arthur legends



original “Arthur,” 517 A. D. 

Morte d’Arthur, p. 894



Alfred, Lord Tennyson (Mallory, 1400s)

The Once and Future King, p. 904


T. H. White

* watch selections from “The Sword in the Stone,” “First Knight,” “Camelot,” and others

* Selections from Roger Lancelyn Green’s version

* Charles Williams’ poetry

* That Hideous Strength

8th-18th CENTURIES IN NON-EUROPEAN CULTURES

“Jade Flower Palace,” p. 858


Tu Fu




(712-770)

“The Moon at the Fortified Pass,” p. 859

Li Po




(702-762)

Tanka, p. 868




Ki no Tsurayuki 



(872-945)

Tanka, p. 868 




Priest Jakuren



(1139?-1202)


Haiku, p. 869




Basho




(1644-1694)

Haiku, p. 869




Issa




(1762-1826)

From Sundiata, p. 934



D. T. Naine



1200s

“The Orphan Boy…” p. 428


(Blackfeet Native American)

pre-1600s

UNIT THREE: THE RENAISSANCE & SEVENTEENTH CENTURY

 “Sonnet 18,” p. 866 & other sonnets

William Shakespeare


(1564-1616)

Julius Caesar, p. 712



Shakespeare

Don Quixote, p. 884



Miguel de Cervantes


1605, 1615

Introductory poems that teach technique

  1. “A Simile,” p. 98 in 9th grade book

N. Scott Momaday



  2. “A Metaphor,” p. 99
in 9th grade book

Eve Merriam

* 3. selection of limericks



Edward Lear

* 4. “A Pizza the Size of the Sun”


Jack Prelutsky

* 5. “Very Like a Whale”



Odgen Nash 

* 6. “The Line Between Poetry & Prose”

Howard Nemerov

* 7. “Introduction to Poetry”


Billy Collins 



* add unit on Seventeenth Century Metaphysical Poets 

UNIT FOUR: ROMANTICISM AND THE 19TH CENTURY

* add unit on German romantics

“Big Six” packet

“Big Women” packet 

“La Belle Dame sans Merci,” p. 848

John Keats



(1795-1821)

 “The Masque of Red Death,” p. 78

Edgar Allen Poe



(1809-1849)

“The Kraken,” p. 825



Alfred, Lord Tennyson


(1809-1892)

A Christmas Carol 



Charles Dickens



(1812-1870) 

“The Old Stoic,” p. 327



Emily Bronte 



(1818-1848)

“How Much Land Does a Man Need?” p. 128
Leo Tolstoy



(1828-1910) 

Several poems




Emily Dickinson



(1830-1886)

 “Luck,” p. 520




Mark Twain



(1835-1910)

“Two Friends,” p. 96



Guy de Maupassant


(1850-1893) 

“The Cabuliwallah,” p. 284


Rabindranath Tagore


(1861-1941) “Hearts and Hands,” p. 264


O. Henry



(1862-1910) 

“The Stolen Child,” p. 815


William Butler Yeats


(1865-1939)

Several poems




Robert Frost



(1874-1963)

UNIT SIX: THE “MODERN” WORLD

War of the Worlds



H. G. Wells 

War of the Worlds radio play


Orson Welles
“The Open Window,” p. 471


Saki




(1870-1916) 

“In Flanders Fields,” p. 824


John McCrae



(1872-1918)

“Jazz Fantasia,” p. 247



Carl Sandburg



(1876-1960) “Spring and All,” p. 90



William Carlos Williams


(1883-1963)

“Leiningen Versus the Ants,” p. 480

Carl Stephenson



(1886-1954)

“Fear,” p. 88




Gabriela Mistral



(1889-1957)

“Conscientious Objector,” p. 244 & sonnets
Edna St. Vincent Millay


(1892-1950)

“The Guitar,” p. 856



Federico Garcia Lorca


(1898-1936)

“By the Waters of Babylon,” p. 498

Stephen Vincent Benet 


(1898-1943) 

“The Weary Blues,” p. 246


Langston Hughes


(1901-1967)

“Like the Sun,” p. 250



R. K. Narayan



(1906-    ) 

“The Waking,” p. 867



Theodore Roethke


(1908-1963) 

“The Fish,” p. 266



Elizabeth Bishop



(1911-1979) 

“Contents of the Dead Man’s Pocket,” p.5

Jack Finney



(1911-1995) 

“There Will Come Soft Rains,” p. 534

Ray Bradbury



(1920-    )

“A Tree Telling of Orpheus,” p. 452

Denise Levertov



(1923-1998) 

“All,” p. 206




Bei Dao




(1949-    )

“Making a Fist,” p. 857



Naomi Shihab Nye


(1952-    )
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