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BULLYING

What is it?

What isn’t it?

How do teachers impact it?

Why is it happening in our schools?

Dan Olweus

What is bullying?


Three Components

1) Pattern of repeated aggressive actions

2) Negative intent

3) Power difference between bully and victim

Types of Bullying:


Physical


Verbal


Social Isolation


Cyber-Bullying

Myths about Bullying
Teachers perceptions of bullying will influence the experience of all of the students.

Myth # 1
Everyone Knows What Bullying Is.


Prominence of physical bullying


Boys will be boys


Girls more subtle and malicious


Over-reaction of parents

Myth #2 
Only a small number of children are affected


Many participants and victims


The Bully


Followers/Henchmen


Supporters/Passive Bullies


Passive Supporters


Disengaged Onlookers


Possible Defenders


Defenders


Victim

Myth #3  Adults are already doing all they need to do


Study of Teacher Awareness


Teachers believe they are aware of 85% of bullying


Students state teachers aware of 30-35%


Covert behavior:


Victims are not going to tell

Myth #4
Students are just tattling


Much of early years spent teaching them not to tattle


Tattling vs telling:  an important distinction



Matthew 18

SO WHAT DO WE DO?

Building “safe” classroom environment


Bullying Environment
  
vs

Bully-free environment

School Wide Practices

Commitment to safe, caring, respectful learning environment for ALL

Define bullying and set policies

Give students concrete example of bullying and consequences

Teaching positive interaction as part of expected behavior

Model what you believe

Parental involvement

Intervention for the victim

I Thessalonians 5:14-15


Emphasis on qualities of “Honor” and “Courage”


Following Jesus’ example in loving others and speaking truth
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