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What is a Literature Circle?

· Students choose from teacher selected texts

· Groups formed based on text selection

· Students discuss reading
· Scaffolding for discussion based on roles assigned to students

· Groups meet regularly

· Roles rotate among members of the group

Why use Literature Circles?

· Promotes engagement with the text on many levels

· Active and meaningful thinking constructed among students

· Scaffolding to help students think about what they have read

· Increases independence

· Oral communication skills used and refined

· Authentic chances to clarify

· Opportunities to justify

· Roles align with PA Standards

· Cooperative interaction

· Multiple perspectives shared

· Students learning from students

Steps to Implementing Literature Circles:

· Select roles you want students to use

· Model each role in a read aloud or on a text the whole class can use

· Model appropriate behaviors and responses while in the group

· Select several different books for students to choose from

· Share a Book Talk about each book

· Have students select a text (top 2 or 3 choices)
· Group students based on text selection

· Students assign roles, reading assignment and date to meet (or teacher can assign)
· Students meet and lead discussion with teacher listening in as facilitator

· Evaluate throughout the process and at the end of the book study

What Books do I use?

· Choose books that are well written

· Books can be based on a theme being studied or by a specific author

· Books that you have multiple copies of

· Books on different reading levels

Book Talk:

· Give a brief talk about each of the books students may choose from

· Share a brief overview of the story and genre of each book

· Entice students to want to read the book through your description

· Sometimes it is helpful to share if a book would be challenging for students 
· Allow struggling readers to choose any of the books – accommodations as necessary (book on tape, read with buddy)

· After the Book Talk, have students choose which book they want to read

What are the different roles?
· Discussion Director
· Passage Picker
· Word Wizard

· Illustrator

· Connector

· Summarizer

· Character Captain

· Scene Setter/ Story Mapper

· Researcher/ Investigator

· Any others???

Managing Literature Circles:

· Use literature circles instead of reading groups for a few weeks

· Provide whole class instruction on reading strategy one day of the week

· Practice using that strategy throughout the week in lit. circles

· Start small – use shorter books

· Put together Job packets – I color code each job
· Break reading into two or three segments and practice one job on each segment

· Use chart to keep track

Resources:

http://home.att.net/~TEACHING/litcircleb

 HYPERLINK "http://home.att.net/~TEACHING/litcircleblacklines.htm" \t "_blank" lacklines.htm
http://www.bownet.org/jwhaland/literature

 HYPERLINK "http://www.bownet.org/jwhaland/literature_circle_jobs.htm" \t "_blank" _circle_jobs.htm
