Fresh Ideas for a Stale Classroom
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Bible 

Dramatized CD’s 
George Beverly Shea – I’d Rather Have Jesus

Elizabeth Elliot – Church Seminar / Breakfast

Tabernacle Field Trip
Missionary/Author Day – Anthony/Evelyn Bollback
Missionary Novels / Visitors / Quilts / Projects
Mandazi – to supplement a missionary novel
Music  – Christine Wyrtzen–Critter County; Evie–A Little Song of Joy; 
   One Hundred Sheep
Websites:  www.Bibleplaces.com, www.followtherabbi.com
Visit Israel                 

Math 

Math Facts Olympics (Mad Minute variation) & Award Ceremony
Sherlock Holmes Detective Hats – Word Problem 
Group Work – Captain, Gopher, Reporter, Noise Police

Math Trails – Mall & Playground (2 hours max)
Music – 100 Sheep Skip Counting Songs
Work at your own pace – Do a problem, check the answer in teacher’s edition, if correct,   

                                         go to the next…..if incorrect, see me.

Teaching “Assistants” – Complete & Correct work – Name on board – help others

Chalkboard Paddles
Websites:  

 www.mathfrog.com; www.mrnussbaum.com (Draggable Math / Tony’s Pizza Fractions

Reading

Novels, novels, novels & spin-off  ideas 
Intersect Novels with History Class –
A Lion to Guard Us; Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry

Play at CCCC – Charlotte’s Web, Stuart Little, Aesop’s Fables
Drama Club involvement – Best Christmas Pageant Ever

Class Play – Charlotte’s Web
Audio Books 

Websites for Teaching Ideas – re: novels
Novel Projects – Menu, Timeline, Webs, 

Charlotte’s Web Day

Guest Readers

DVD Books – found at BJ’s
Pillow Corner & Soft Chairs

Dialogue Reading

Story Book Day & Book Donation

Websites for ideas to accompany novels

Fun book reports
Language 

Mad Libs

Toastmasters

Eileen Hill – Story Writers’ Workshop – Book of Stories
Video – Grammar Rock
Writing that gets a positive response – Persuasive Letters (turtlenecks & jeans)
Poetry Opportunities 
Team Spelling Bee

Chalkboard Paddles

Website: www.gamequarium.com/partsofspeech.html
Science
Experiment Parents – Hands on Experiments! – Mr. Fields
Bread Baking
Underwater Scuba Diving Video
Rock Lady
Herr’s

Encourage curiosity by making the most of teachable moments .…   
Social Studies

Grandparents Day – My Grandpa, My Dad, Other Veterans, Phillie Baseball Player

Cultural Awareness Day – International Luncheon
Auschwitz Survivors – Mrs. Hafter
Tuskegee Airman, Black American History 

Civil War Re-enactment Group
Free Hand World Maps 

World Puzzles / US Puzzles / Hall Mural of World

Ellis Island / Statue of Liberty Scavenger Hunt

Historic Philadelphia – Scavenger Hunt

Videos - America Rock, Animaniacs

Veterans Wall of Honor
Free Hand Maps
Mini-Projects

Mock Election – Use of real voting machines Board of Election people run it for us

Who Are the Amish - Movie

Inventory Your Parents / Grandparents / Community

Video production dad – video trips
Cable Guys – Cable Hook Up for Watching Inauguration
Cumberland County College Plays

Grandma Gardenhire – Quilts
Sweet Potato Pie

Phillie Baseball Player

Craft  and Cooking Parents 
Drill Parents (Victory Drill / Math Drill) 

Other Hands – On Ideas
Exercise Balls for Chairs

Field Trips - Travel Bingo 

Clubs - Scrabble Club, Chess Club
Group Work – Captain, Gopher, Noise Police, Secretary
Chalkboard Paddles – Socks & Chalk
Smart Classroom 
Websites & Student Computers
Projecting Problem of the Day 
WORD for teaching the writing process

Project answers to students’ classwork

Song lyrics
DVD’s & Videos

Drawing with Uncle Fred

Websites:
www.Bibleplaces.com


www.followtherabbi.com


www.BlueLetterBible.com
 
www.funbrain.com


www.mrnussbaum.com


www.funschool.com


www.nationalgeographickids.com


www.pbskids.com


www.mathfrog.com


www.timeforkids.com


www.gamequarium.com


www.pbskids.com


www.java.nationalgeographic.com/studentatlas
ABC’S to Developing a Fresh Classroom
A - Ask, Ask, Ask for everything – You have not because you ask not – pushcart, quilt, building toys ……dream of a ceramic bathtub filled with colorful pillows
B - Build Bit by Bit – Don’t try to do everything at once

C - Class Control – without control there is chaos
S - Stay Simple & Systematize Procedures for taking turns
