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INTRODUCTION TO JONAH: DIARY OF DISOBEDIENCE
1A  THE BOOK OF JONAH IN THE OLD TESTAMENT
    1B  The English Old Testament is divided into the Law, the Historical Books,

           the Poetical and Wisdom books and the Prophetic Books.

    2B  The Hebrew OT is divided into the Law, the Prophets and the Writings.
    3B  The book of Jonah is one of the Minor Prophets.

2A  THE PROPHET JONAH

    1B  The name Jonah means “dove” but he acted more like a hawk.

    2B  Jonah was the son of Amittai (2 Kings 14:25; Jonah 1:1)

    3B  Jonah was from Gath Hepher (2 Kings 14:25)

    4B  Jonah was a prophet to the northern kingdom of Israel during the reign of 
           King Jeroboam II  (2 Kings 14:23-27; 793-753 B.C.)
3A  THE POLITICAL BACKGROUND TO JONAH

    1B  Israel had problems with the Arameans 

    2B  Israel had problems with the Assyrians
4A  THE HISTORICITY OF JONAH

    1B  The story of Jonah is not an allegory
    2B  The story of Jonah is not a parable
    3B  The story of Jonah is a true historical account

5A  PURPOSES OF THE BOOK OF JONAH

    1B  To show the Lord’s compassion for lost Gentiles
    2B  To demonstrate the sovereignty of God in the world
    3B  To show Israel their need to repent of sins in order to avoid judgment
6A  STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK OF JONAH

    1B  Jonah’s call and disobedience (1:1-3)
        2B  Jonah and the pagan sailors (1:4-16)
            3B  Jonah’s prayer (1:17-2:10)

    4B Jonah’s second call and obedience (3:1-3a)

        5B  Jonah and the pagan Ninevites (3:3b-10)

            6B  Jonah’s prayer (4:1-4)

    7B  The Lord’s lesson in compassion for Jonah (4:5-11)

 7A  OUTLINE OF THE BOOK OF JONAH
     1B  Jonah 1: Prodigal Jonah in the boat
     2B  Jonah 2: Praying Jonah in the fish
     3B  Jonah 3: Preaching Jonah in the city
     4B  Jonah 4: Pouting Jonah outside the city
8A  Irony in Jonah

      1B  Definition of Irony = Incongruity between what might be expected to happen

             and what actually happens. (Webster’s Dictionary)

      2B  Descriptions of Irony in Jonah
            1C  Jonah tries to flee from the presence of the omnipresent Lord.

            2C  Jonah did not want to pray to the true God, but the pagan sailors and 

                   captain prayed to their false gods.

            3C  The pagan sailors prayed to the Lord before Jonah did.

            4C  Jonah preached God’s message of judgment to Nineveh and yet God did

                   not judge Nineveh.

            5C  Jonah became angry with God over the repentance of Nineveh rather 

                   than rejoicing over their revival.
            6C  Jonah had pity on a plant that died, but he did not pity the people of 

                   Nineveh who were in danger of destruction.
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JONAH: THE PRODIGAL PROPHET

Exposition of Jonah 1

1A  GOD’S DIRECTIONS TO JONAH: GOD SAID GO (1:1-2)

    1B  The word of the LORD came to Jonah, the son of Amittai (1:1)

    2B  The LORD told Jonah to arise and go to Nineveh (1:2)

    3B  The LORD told Jonah to cry against Nineveh because their wickedness
           was  great before the LORD (1:2)  

    4B  Life Lesson: God gives us difficult assignments to do for Him.

2A  JONAH’S DISOBEDIENCE: JONAH SAID NO  (1:3)

    1B  Jonah tried to run from the presence of the Lord.
    2B  Jonah got on a boat in Joppa that was heading to Tarshish.
    3B  Life Lesson: You can’t run from God and your responsibility to be a 
           witness for Him.

3A  GOD’S DISCIPLINE OF JONAH: GOD SAID BLOW (1:4)

    1B  The LORD sent out a great wind on the sea.

    2B  The ship was about to be broken up because of the storm.

    3B  Life Lesson: God sends storms into our lives to discipline us when we sin.
4A  THE SAILORS’ DESPERATION: THE SAILORS SAID ROW (1:5-16)

    1B  The fearful sailors called on their gods for deliverance (1:5)

    2B  The fearful sailors threw the cargo overboard to lighten the ship (1:5)

    3B  Life Lesson: Unbelievers suffer when believers disobey God.

    4B  Jonah was sleeping in the lowest parts of the ship during the storm (1:5)
    5B  The captain rebuked Jonah for not calling on his god to save them (1:6)

    6B  The sailors cast lots to determine who was the guilty party and the lot 
           fell on Jonah (1:7)

    7B  The sailors confronted Jonah demanding to know who he was and what he

           had done (1:8)
    8B  Jonah confessed that he was a Hebrew who served the Creator God (1:9)
    9B  The sailors became afraid and they asked Jonah what they should do in order 

          to calm the stormy sea (1:10-11)
  10B  Jonah told the sailors to throw him overboard to calm the storm sea (1:12)

  11B  The sailors did their best to row to land but they failed in their attempt (1:13)

  12B  The sailors prayed that God would not hold them responsible for throwing 

           Jonah overboard (1:14)

  13B  The sailors threw Jonah overboard and the sea became calm (1:15)

  14B  The sailors feared the LORD and made sacrifices to Him (1:16)

  15B  Life Lesson: You put your life in danger when you disobey God.

  16B  Life Lesson: Sometimes God performs miracles to get the attention of 
           unbelievers.

5A JONAH’S DELIVERANCE FROM DROWNING: GOD TOLD THE GREAT

      FISH TO SWALLOW (1:17)

     1B  The LORD prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah (1:17)

     2B  Jonah was in the belly of the fish for three days and three nights (1:17)

     3B  Life Lesson: God delivers us from death when He still has a job for us to do.

CHIASTIC STRUCTURE OF JONAH 1:4-16

A1. Narrative (Storm begins) and response of fear (1:4-5)

    B1. Sailor’s Prayer (each to his own god) (1:5b)

        C1. Narrative (Sailors throw cargo overboard), (1:5c-6a)

            D1. Captain’s Command (Get up and pray) (1:6b)

                E1. Sailors’ Speech (Let’s cast lots), (1:7a)

                    F1. Narrative (Lot reveals Jonah at fault), (1:7b)

                        G1. Sailors’ Speech (Who are you?) (1:8)

                             H. Jonah’s testimony (1:9-10a)

                        G2. Sailors’ Speech (What have you done?) (1:10b)

                    F2.  Narrative (The men knew Jonah was fleeing from God) (1:10c)

                 E2.  Sailors’ Speech (What Shall We Do To You?) (1:11)

              D2. Jonah’s Command (Throw me into the sea) (1:12)

           C2. Narrative (Sailors try to row back to land) (1:13)

       B2. Sailors’ Prayer (to the Lord about Jonah’s death) (1:14)

A2. Narrative (Storm stops) and response of fear (1:15-16)   
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JONAH: THE PRAYING PROPHET

Exposition of Jonah 2

1A  JONAH’S PRAYER AND PRAISE FROM THE GREAT FISH (2:1-10)
    1B  Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the belly of the great fish (2:1-2)
        1C  Jonah was in the belly of the great fish for three days and three nights

               (1:17)

        2C  Jonah viewed the belly of the great fish as “Sheol” (2:1-2)

    2B  Jonah remembered God when he was drowning in the stormy sea (2:3-6a)

        1C  Jonah thought God had cast him from his presence (2:3a)
        2C  Jonah experienced the waves going over his head (2:3b)

        3C  Jonah looked toward God’s holy temple (2:4)

        4C  Jonah had sea weeds wrapped around his head (2:5)
        5C  Jonah felt that he was going to die (2:6a)

        6C  Jonah praised God for delivering him from the pit (2:6b)

        7C Jonah prayed when he began to faint (2:7)
        8C  Life lesson: God delivers us from the pit when we pray to Him.
    3B  Jonah renewed his vow to serve the LORD (2:8-9)
        1C  Jonah recognized that the worship of idols is worthless (2:8)
        2C  Jonah promised to sacrifice to the LORD and pay his vows (2:9)

        3C  Life Lesson: Realize that God still has a job for you to do and renew
               your promise to serve Him.

    4B  Jonah recognized that salvation is sourced in the LORD (2:9b)

2A  THE LORD’S ANSWER TO JONAH’S PRAYER (2:10)

    1B  The LORD spoke to the fish (2:10a)
    2B  The fish vomited Jonah unto the dry land (2:10b)
    3B  Life Lesson: God does not always answer our prayers in the way that we     

           expect.
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JONAH: THE PREACHING PROPHET

Exposition of Jonah 3

1A  JONAH’S OBEDIENCE TO GOD’S CALL (3:1-4)
    1B  The LORD repeated his command for Jonah to go to Nineveh and proclaim

           His message (3:1-2)

    2B  Life Lesson: God gives us second chances in life to obey Him.

    3B  Jonah obeyed the LORD and warned Nineveh of impending judgment 
           (3:3-4)

       1C  Jonah took three days to walk through Nineveh.

       2C  Jonah warned Nineveh that in forty days God would destroy the city if 
              they did not repent.

       3C  Life Lesson: Preach the message that God gives to you. Don’t change it.
2A  NINEVEH’S REPENTANCE (3:5-9)
    1B  The people of Nineveh repented of their sins (3:5)

    2B  The king of Nineveh repented of his sins (3:6)

    3B  The King of Nineveh called on Nineveh to fast and pray (3:7-9)

    4B  Life Lesson: Repentance is a change of mind that leads to a change of 
           action.

3A  GOD’S DELIVERANCE OF NINEVEH (4:10)  

    1B  God saw their works that they turned from their evil ways.

    2B  God relented from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon 
           them.

    3B  God did not judge the Ninevites right away.
    4B  Life Lesson: God shows compassion to those who confess and turn from their 

           sins.
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JONAH: THE POUTING PROPHET

Exposition of Jonah 4

1A  JONAH’S ANGER ABOUT GOD’S DECISION (4:1-4)

    1B  Jonah became angry with God for His sparing Nineveh (4:1-2)

    2B  Jonah asked God to take his life (4:3)

    3B  The LORD questioned Jonah about his anger (4:4)

    4B  Life Lesson: We should not become angry with God when He chooses to

           forgive or bless people our enemies.
2A  GOD’S LESSON IN COMPASSION FOR JONAH (4:5-11)
    1B  Jonah went out of the city of Nineveh and built a shelter (4:5)

    2B  The LORD God prepared a plant to shade Jonah (4:6)

    3B  God prepared a worm that damaged the plant so it withered (4:7)

    4B  God prepared a vehement east wind to blow on Jonah (4:8)

    5B  Jonah wished that he would die (4:8)

    6B  God questioned Jonah about his anger about the plant (4:9a)

    7B  Jonah claimed that he had a right to be angry and even to die (4:9b)
    8B  The LORD rebuked Jonah for his concern over the plant (4:10)
    9B  The LORD revealed to Jonah his compassion for lost people (4:11)

  10B  Life Lesson: We need to have more love for lost people than we have for

           the comforts of life.
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THE SIGN OF JONAH

1A  THE REQUEST OF A SIGN (Matthew 12:38-41)

   1B  The scribes and Pharisees demanded that Jesus show them a sign  (Mt.12:38)
   2B  Jesus rebuked them for being an evil and adulterous generation and told

         them that he would only give them the sign of the prophet Jonah (Mt.12:39-40)

   3B  Jesus predicted that the men of Nineveh would condemn the scribes and
         Pharisees at the judgment because they repented at the preaching of Jonah

         (Mt.12:41)

   4B  Jesus revealed that he is greater than Jonah (Mt.12:41b)

2A  THE SIGN OF JONAH: THE DEATH, BURIAL AND RESURRECTION OF
       JESUS (Mt.12:40)

    1B  Jesus died on the cross for our sins. Proof of his death:
        1C  The Roman soldiers crucified Jesus (John 19:31-33)

        2C  A Roman soldier pierced Jesus’ side with a spear (John 19:34-37)

        3C  The Roman centurion confirmed Jesus’ death to Pilate (Mark 15:43-45)

     2B  Jesus was buried in a new tomb. Proof he was buried:
        1C  The body of Jesus was taken down from the cross and wrapped in spices

               by Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus (Mt.27:60-66; Mk.15:16; 
               Lk.23:53-54; Jn.19:41-42)

        2C  The body of Jesus was placed in Joseph of Arimathea’s new tomb
               (Mt.27:61; Mk.15:47; Lk.23:55-56)

        3C  A large stone was rolled in front of the entrance to the tomb (Mt.27:60)

        4C  A Roman security guard was posted at the tomb (Mt.27:62-66)

        5C  The seal of Caesar was placed on the stone (Mt.27:66)

    3B  Jesus rose again from the dead. Proof of his resurrection:
       1C  The stone was rolled away (Mt.28:1-2)

       2C  The tomb of Jesus was empty (Mk.16:6)

       3C  The Roman soldiers ran away from their posts (Mt.28:4, 11-15)

       4C  The graveclothes of Jesus were  left in the tomb (Jn.20:1-10)

       5C  The risen Jesus made several  appearances
           1D  The risen Jesus first appeared to Mary Magdalene (Mk.16:9-11; 
                  Jn.20:11-17)

           2D  The risen Jesus appeared to some other women (Mt.28:9-10)

           3D  The risen Jesus appeared to Peter (Lk.24:34; 1 Cor.15:5)

           4D  The risen Jesus appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus
                  (Mk.16:12-13; Lk.24:13-35)

           5D  The risen Jesus appeared to ten disciples in the upper room 
                   (Mk.16:14; Lk.24:36-43; Jn.20:19-23)

           6D  The risen Jesus appeared to eleven disciples including Thomas in the

                  upper room (Jn.20:26-29)

           7D  The risen Jesus appeared to seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee 
                  (Jn.21:1-23)

           8D  The risen Jesus appeared to 500 people at one time (1 Cor.15:6)

           9D  The risen Jesus appeared to James, the Lord’s half brother (1 Cor.15:7)

         10D  The risen Jesus appeared to eleven disciples on the mountain in Galilee

                  where Jesus gave the Great Commission (Mt.28:16-20)

        11D  The risen Jesus appeared to his disciples before his ascension from the

                 Mount of Olives near Jerusalem (Lk.24:44-53; Acts 1:3-9)

    6C  The Jews failed to produce the body of Jesus and lied about the

           disciples saying they stole the body of Jesus (Mt.28:11-15)

   7C  The lives of the disciples was changed from fear to faith
   8C  The Church was started on the day of Pentecost
   9C  The disciples began to worship on Sunday (resurrection day)
 10C  Millions of lives of believers have been changed by Christ (i.e. Paul)
LIFE LESSON: Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ who died on the cross for your sins and rose again in order to have forgiveness of sins and eternal life.
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