How to Make Decisions Biblically
The typical “poor” responses to decision-making teens use are:


1.  “Scripture doesn’t address it.”


2.  “I Agree with Scripture but I need 
more info.” (rely on feelings, dreams,…)
There are 2 kinds of situations in which guidance is needed:


1.  Situations in which Scripture speaks directly to the matter


2.  Situations in which Scriptures speaks indirectly to the matter

Evan and the “cheat sheet”
vs.

Billy and the Latin phrase QUOTA  OMTO 

(questionable usage of the amount of material taken online) 
Two Kinds of Decisions

Tangible





Intangible

(physical, concrete)


(elusive, indefinable)

What should I buy?

Good vs. Bad

What should I do?

Godly vs. Ungodly

Where should I go?

Moral vs. Immoral
Who should I be with?
Right vs. Wrong
How to make decisions?
Use Wisdom



Use Truth
(Open to interpretation)

(Not open, black & white)
James 1:5




Heb 4:12
Ask God for wisdom


Sharper than any sword
Prov 19:21 – Man’s plans

Ex 20 – Ten Comm.
Matt 10:1:6 – Be shrewd

Prov 6:6 - 16 “Hates”
Why did Solomon ask for wisdom?

I Kings 3:9

Phil 1:9-10
Scripture is not a catalog of do’s and don’ts of all matters of life.
Scripture consists largely of general and specific principles in particular contexts to which they apply.  Name one???

It’s the decision between what MP3 player to buy or what course to take that’s not quite so easy to find scriptural guidance -- as opposed to a situation where they may be contemplating a direct violation of a biblical commandment.

That’s why confusion exists!

Many Christian teens do what they want to do on grounds entirely outside of scriptural principle because they can’t find their exact situation clearly sketched out for them.
     “Just give me an excuse, please!”
Some Assumptions:
□  As believers we have the Holy Spirit in us when we make good and bad decisions.
□  The Holy Spirit speaks through us primarily through Scripture that He inspired and canonized (II Tim 3:16-17).  Often the word that we need to hear has already been written – the Holy Spirit helps us to remember it and apply it.


-Christ’s Temptation (Matt 4)
□  If God made our decisions for us, “spoke to us,” to tell us what to do, that would make us weaker, not allowing us to work things out on our own – to grow and learn.
Parent & Child (Heb 5:12-14)
2 kind of trees in the garden (Gen 2:16-17)
Is 30:21 Left or Right
Think of all the decisions we make daily:
· Should I get out of bed today?
· Should I drive the speed limit or not?

· Should I have the Blizzard or milkshake?

Christians sometimes:


• “Put out the fleece” - testing God

• Cast lots


• “I Look for ‘open doors’” – What’s an open door from God look like?

What about, “the Lord will lead me to...”

Many poor decisions have been made under the impression that the Lord was guiding by some means other than the Bible.
“Yes I will!  No I won’t!  Yes I will! No…”
What about the only two passages in Scripture that speak about, being “lead by the Spirit?”


Rom. 8:14


Gal 5:8

Neither passage has anything to do with decision-making.  Rather, both passages in their context clearly show the question in view is sanctification – walking righteously by the Spirit’s strength.

II Thess 2:13 !!!
The Christian is “lead” (motivated) to walk in God’s ways by the Spirit rather than to walk in the flesh.  No notion of guidance in decision-making appears in either passage.

How then do you make decisions based on Scriptures alone when there is no clear application?

Buying a Car
“What do I buy?”

I Tim 6:10
Prov 3:9
(plus 100s of verses re: money)
         x(2001 Honda)       x                                  x  

      x         x                   x

x                              x $8,000        x        x

            x          x         

    x                        (Bible Box)                  x     x
                        x




x
x $5,000 - $7,500    x              x
         x         x                              x        x
x                                                      x       x                                x        x          x less than $5,000
                   x                         x                        x
    x  x      x            x                      x
   x                                                              x    x
            x            x(1999 Subaru) 
x            x                                   x              x

College Selection
“What college should I go to?”

Scripture reference?
Scripture reference?
         x                      x             x                                    x(Freeforall U)  

      x         x          x Secular
x                                                  x        x

            x          x         

    x                        (Bible Box)                         x     x



x





x
                         x   xChristian                     
         x      x                          

x                          x PBU           x               x         x                             x Lancaster 
                     x                    x                           x

    x 

 x     x                                     x
   x                                                              x    x

            x            x(Party Central U)
x            x                                   x              x

   x                        x                               x     x

“How must I determine which car is the best for me?” (I Tim 6:10, Prov 3:9,…….)

OR

“How must I determine which one is the best college for me?” (Prov 23:20, 24:1, 

I Cor 15:33)
That’s not to say that God can’t intervene and work through circumstances directly!


“Uncle Harry gives you $50,000 for college.”

All things being equal, and if there are no biblical principles that prohibit attending PBU or Lancaster, then I may conclude attending either college is a legitimate option.  It is neither right nor wrong biblically, to go to either one.

It is just your preference!

Correct response:

“I see that it is God’s will to buy a car like the $5,000 one.”

OR

“I see that it is God’s will to attend a college like PBU or Lancaster.”

God of abundance!

God of grace and mercy!

James 1:5 – But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all men generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

Heb 4:12 – For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart.
Prov 19:21 – many are the plans in a man’s heart, but the counsel of the Lord, it will stand.

Ex 20 – You shall have no other gods before me, you shall not make for yourself an idol, don’t take the Lord’s name in vain, Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy, honor your father and mother, you shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, you shall not covet (house, neighbor’s wife, field, manservant…)
Matt 10:16 – Behold I send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; therefore be shrewd as serpents, and innocent as doves.
Prov 1:16-19 – There are six things which the Lord hates, yes seven which are an abomination to Him: Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies, and one who spreads strife among brothers.

I Kings 3:9 – So give thy servant an understanding heart to judge thy people to discern between good and evil.  For who is able to judge this great people of Thine?

Phil 1:9-10 – And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and more in real knowledge and all discernment, so that you may approve (distinguish) the things that are excellent, in order to be sincere and blameless until the day of Christ.
II Tim 3:16-17 – All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

Heb 5: 12-14 – For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food.  For every one who partakes only in milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe.  But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.
Gen 2: 16-17 – And the Lord God commanded the man saying, from any tree of the garden you may eat freely; but from the tree of knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you shall surely die.
Is 30:21 – And your ears will hear a word behind you, “This is the way, walk in it,” whenever you your turn to the right or to the left. (God’s blessing and prospering the people)

Rom 8:14 - For you are all being led by the Spirit of God, these are the sons of God. (living according to flesh…)
Gal 5:18 – But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law. (desire of the flesh…)
II Thess 2:13 – But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

I Tim 6:10 – For the love of money is the root of all sorts of evil, and some longing for it have wandered away from the faith, and pierced themselves with many a pang.
Prov 3:9 - Honor the Lord from your wealth, and from the first of all your produce.

Prov 23:20 – Do not be with heavy drinkers of wine, or with gluttonous eaters of meat.

Prov 24:1 – Do not be envious of evil men, nor desire to be with them.

I Cor 15:33 – Do not be deceived: Bad company corrupts good morals.
Conservative C.      


x(PBU, Lancaster)


x    x             x








x Less than $5,000








